REACH

The Residential Energy Assistance Challenge Option Program (REACH) is a competitive grant program established through the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Act, as amended.  All LIHEAP grantees are eligible to apply for grant funds to support demonstration projects that address the goals of REACH.  These goals are to:

1) Minimize health and safety risks that result from high energy burdens on low-income Americans;


2) Prevent homelessness as a result of the inability to pay energy bills;


3) Increase efficiency of energy usage by low-income families, and 


4) Target energy assistance to individuals who are most in need. 

The REACH program allows tribes to be creative and design demonstration projects that address and target assistance towards the energy needs of their low-income households.  This is an optional program for LIHEAP grantees, and is a separate program from the regular LIHEAP program with different application requirements and different accounting and reporting responsibilities.    

Each year, HHS publishes a REACH Program Announcement that describes the program and the process for applying for grant funds and provides the due date for applications.  Since this is a competitive grant program, not all applications are funded.  In FY 2001, 8 tribes, 1 territory and 5 states received REACH grants.  Tribal grants ranged from $25,000 to $175,000.

To request a program announcement or more information on REACH, contact:

REACH Program Manager

Division of Community Demonstration Programs

Office of Community Services, ACF, DHHS

370 L’Enfant promenade, SW

Washington, D.C. 20447

Telephone Number:  202-401-5318

Fax Number:  202-401-5538

Web site:  http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/ocs

The following is a summary of current REACH tribal grants.

Blackfeet Nation 

This REACH project will target low-income families living on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.  A central organization will be created to provide energy conservation services and will be integrated with the LIHEAP program.  It will network with and oversee all energy conservation services and provide energy conservation education and awareness through community workshops and in-home visits.

Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes 

This program targets outreach to isolated households,  trains households with energy budgeting and financial planning, and provides incentives to gain control of household energy costs.  

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

This REACH project provides direct services that may include purchase of propane tanks, gas line plumbing, ceiling fans, room air conditioners, electrical outlet insulators, wood burning stoves, weather stripping, insulation awning, blinds, shades, screens, and reflective solar control film.  The REACH coordinator counsels households with energy budget management and payment plans and negotiates with fuel vendors for lower rates and fees. 

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa & Chippewa Indians

This project will establish educational classes at three satellite sites to educate tribal members on weatherization of homes and carbon monoxide poisoning.  This project will also repair roofs to help reduce heating bills.  

Lumbee Tribe

The Lumbee Regional Development Association (LRDA) will implement a REACH project primarily in the Enhanced Enterprise Community Zones of Robeson County.  The LRDA REACH project will provide low-cost weatherization, low-flow shower heads, air conditioner filters, energy efficient lighting, thermostat checks, storm door replacement and energy audits.  The program focuses on rural isolated low-income elderly and disabled households experiencing greater physical and mental frailty.  
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